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M E M O 
 
June 15, 2009 
 
TO: Sugar River Stream bed Landowner 
 
FROM:  Bill Keen, Member 
Town of Verona Open Space and Parks Commission  
 
I would like to thank all the property owners along the Sugar River who have kept their portion of the Sugar 
River waterway navigable.  In an effort to keep the waterway navigable, volunteers and I have performed 
cleaning efforts over the past 8 years.  Donating hours of their time to remove branches and trees keeps the 
waterway user friendly. I would like to invite each landowner to participate in this effort, as debris removal is 
an ongoing task. Landowner’s guidance is very important for the final placement of all the branches, limbs and 
trunks of trees recovered from the waterway. The location should be convenient for the removal of debris by the 
volunteers and not impede the farming operation of the landowner.  If the waterway and stream banks are 
cleared, when heavy rains occur, the flooded waterway will not pull the river debris back into itself. 
 
Property owners may wish to keep informed of the rights/responsibilities regarding cattle fences, bridges and 
other items that restrict navigation on a stream. An information leaflet is enclosed concerning Wisconsin’s 
Recreational Use Statutes and sections from the WI Adm. Code  NR 320. For a more detailed text of these 
statutes please consult the Wisconsin State Statutes. 
 
I have a design of a dual-purpose waterway device that could keep cattle within a confined area, while at the 
same time allowing paddlers to navigate the waterway safely.  Please contact me, Bill @ 845-3526. 
Comments/Questions/Concerns are welcome. If you would like assistance in designing your own cattle fence 
that allows navigation but keeps the cattle in, please contact the Upper Sugar River Watershed Association 
(Becky – 437-7707or Capitol Water Trails. (Steve Falter - 223-0995)  
 
The Upper Sugar River Valley is a beautiful resource that can be shared by everyone.  Please help me in 
keeping this area accessible to the public. Dates for working on the river are set for June 27, July 11 and July 
25. Clean up information will be noticed in the Verona Press and available on the Capitol Water Trails web 
page (www.capitolwatertrails.org) and Upper Sugar River Watershed Association web page (www.usrwa.org).  
Additional dates could be scheduled depending on stream and stream bank conditions.  
 
Enc. 


