[bookmark: TOC-Friday-9-8-17-12:30pm:-Goodbye-Gordo]*Friday 9/8/17, 12:30pm: "Goodbye, Gordon School". A presentation at the Verona Senior Center, followed by a field trip to the school - soon to be demolished.  Sign up at by emailing SaveVeronaHistory@gmail.com, or at the Verona Senior Center.
· 12:30pm:  A special one hour talk about the school at the Verona Senior Center.  Please come and share your memories!
· 2:00pm:  Short tours of the school for those who sign up.  There is no parking at or near the school, and it is dangerous to walk to - please take our shuttle.  Park on Shale Drive and take our shuttle from the corner of Shale Drive and Highway M.
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The Gordon School

The Gordon School building has sat at on the corner of highway M and Midtown Road in some form for over 150 years.  It taught generations of rural school children back in a day when Verona's countryside was divided up into over a dozen small, numbered school districts.

Families of shared district #11 would come to know this building well.  Their kids would walk in the snow from neighboring farms, in some cases being pulled in a sled by tractor when the snow was too high.  They would bring lunches that their teacher would warm up in the old stove, and enjoy recesses playing softball in the field next door.

The Gordon School is also home to one truly fantastic Verona story which occurred on a stormy September day in 1928.  While school was in session, a tornado formed to the West and headed towards the Gordon School - destroying nearby farms on the way.  As the original wooden school was torn open and collapsed, students inside were saved by the quick thinking teacher who had gathered them next to and beneath the piano for shelter.

The building was rebuilt of brick the following year in 1929.  Unfortunately, the budget left no room for supplies.  Area mothers solved that problem by selling squares on a fundraising quilt which - nearly 90 years later - will be on display during our meeting.

The great school district consolidation of 1964 would end the Gordon School's service.  It was then sold and has remained a private residence in the decades since.  Sadly, what the tornado started a bulldozer will finish as the building is demolished in the coming months to make way for the widening of Highway M.

Please help us get the word out to anyone with connections to or interest in the Gordon School.  We will begin our special Friday meeting at 12:30pm by sharing memories and photographs of the school at the Verona Senior Center.  Following the meeting, a carpool and private tour of the building will be held for the Verona Area Historical Society.  Spots for the tour are limited, sign up by emailing SaveVeronaHistory@gmail.com or by signing up at the Verona Senior Center.
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